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NElil TECHNOLOGV FEES VIELD
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By Fernando Lopez
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or some time now, many stu• .1 dents
here
at Bronx
I Community College have
I expressed frustrations about
| the poor quality of technology on campus. But that frustration,
which was widely expressed for many
semesters, will soon turn to somewhat
refief when technology fees allow
much needed improvements in technology. Despite wide disapproval,
many students will see their technology fees being used for upgrading vital
computer labs.
Last year the Board of
Trustees approved a plan that
required all incoming students to pay
additional tuition. It is called the
Technology Fee, and it caught many
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he CUNY Board of
Trustees has mandated
a "commitment to writing" that
"recognizes that advanced writing ability represents the hallmark of a comprehensive college education and can only be
developed through extensive
writing practice, promoted
across a wise spectrum of academic experiences."
Writing Across the
Curriculum (WAC) Coordinators
and Writing Fellows are here to
work with students, faculty,
staff, and administrators. Our
goal is to help students learn
course material in all subjects
while becoming better writers,

students off guard. The fee requires
that full-time students pay an additional $75, and $37.50 for part-time students. The increase in tuition had
many students outraged during the
admission process.
Overall, the college received
more than $3.000,000 (an estimate) in
technology fees. The planned usage
of the fees is for building projects or
upgrading academic computing centers. The plan is so broad that it will
take three years for it to be fully implemented.
For the first year, some
$282,000 will be used to upgrade
Sage, Meister and Colston halls. In
Sage Hall, the computer lab will be
equipped with 27 new Dell Pentium
and Apple Power Mac computers with
Comweb systems and projector
screens. The Sage Hall lab is set to
open October 28.

thinkers, and communicators.
At BCC, Gabrielle Regney
(English) and Lynne Ticke
(Psychology) are the coordinators of this Writing Across the
Curriculum effort, with Dr.
Regney mentoring the Writing
Fellows and Dr. Ticke leading a
Faculty Development seminar.
Throughout the college, faculty,
administrators, and tutors are
working hard to ensure that
students are well prepared for
academic progress, meeting
graduation requirements like
the CUNY Proficiency Exam,
and success in their professional
lives.
The new and returning
Writing Fellows, advanced
graduate students from many
academic fields, are spread
through BCC to work on all

In Colston Half, room 602, the
computer fabs are up and running with
27 new wireless Apple Mac computers
with projectors and unlimited access
to the Internet. Also up and running for
your service are the Meister Hall computer labs. In room 224 and 328,
which many students don't even know
about, a student will find 27 beautifully flat-screen computers with full
Interest access and Comweb systems
from none other than Dell, ff you wouW
like to see the fruits of your technology fee, I would suggest checking this
lab out!
"It's greatl" says Federico
Andon, a college assistant In the computer lab. "It's great because, before
this, there were bad computers that
would often break down, but not anymore. It shows that there is somethirxj
being down with the money." "I agree,'
See Technology, page 2

ends of this process. They have
strong writing skills and are
trained in mentoring students
and aiding faculty in assignment and course development.
Fellows are eager to:
»Assist faculty members to
introduce
writing-to-learn
components
into existing
courses
*Help to develop Writing
Intensive courses in various
disciplines and aid in designing
Writing Intensive course proposals
* Provide discipline-specific
and general writing guidance
for students
Continued WAC on Pg2

Bronx Community
College Foundation

Bronx Community College
Since 1957

"Gateway to Sucess"
Some Successes:
*

BCC ranks in thetop 20
institutions nationwide in
granting Associate Degrees to
people of color.

^ Our six-month job placement
rate is 93% for vocational progams,
compared to CUNY's 86%.
<> BCC has a 90% passing rate on
state nursing exams.
<* Our students continue on to
earn their Bachelors Degrees
at higher rates than other
CUNY Community Colleges, and
have superior retention rates.
<fr

Our first year retention rate of
A.A7A.S. transfers to four-year
institutions is 76%, compared to
69% for CUNY.

'Shine your light into the

(it

Future. Give a gift to Bronx
Community College. "
Increased enrollment has multiplied
our equipment, scholarship,
infrastructure, and instructional
needs.
Help us close the gap by

securing the education of a
Bronx Community College student.
Our Funding Initiatives:
Corporate Angel
(Equipment, Internships, Scholarships)
_ $2,000 OtherS _
Small Business Angel
(Equipment, Internships, Scholarships)
,000 Other $ _
Individual Angel Scholarship
_ $25_$50_ $100 OtherS

*> One of two community colleges
nationally offering a program in
BiomedicaJ Research.

Hall of Fame for Great Americans
Restoration
_$25_$5G_$100 QtherS

Dr. Carolyn Williams, President
Dr. M« Starita Boyce, Exec. Director

Friends of the Library
_ $25 _ $50_ $ 1 00 Other $

Bronx.Foundation@ bcc.cuny.edu

(718)289-5973 (Phone)
(718) 289-64% (Fax)

Athletics
$25

$50

.$ 100 Other $

Alumni Membership
Dues _$10
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How

Has Influenced FEMINISM
Part III

invasion of privacy. However, the anti-pomographicfeminists argue that
if a woman chooses to display her body in a fashion deemed inappropriate, it affects even the women who choose not to participate in or
consume pornographic material.
The last part of this research project is exclusively for what I would think
in future, the influence of feminism would have on pornography. Up to
now two main feminists, Andrea Dworkin and Catherine McKlnnon. have
drafted the Minneapolis City ordinance, which would give rights for
women who have been coerced in to pornographic performance. This
law will help courts and human rights commissions to find legal redress
and adjudicate complaints. This ordinance, give certain restrictions for
the sale of pornographic material. There is a tremendous reduction in the
number of bookstores which sell pornographic material. I think in the
future there will be more activists/feminists who will be involved in these
kinds of beneficial acts.
Pornography should not be abolished, but it should not put women in a
position to be violated either. We should be able to separate erotica
from pornography. Erotica is an essential part of human sexuality while
pornography rs not. This is the very same differentiation that put Lady
Chatterley's Lover (banned because of the extreme sexual content of
the book, but not for victim pornography) and Kama Sutra into the category erotica, not pornography. If the pornographic industry caters more
onto erotica but less of sexist, abusive kinds of acts, then many would
not find fault with. It.
With the emerging flow of resistance to pornography I imagine the use
of pornographic material will get restricted. I presume that there will be a
tremendous reduction in pornographic Internet viewers with the introduction of ID cards, which would only allow only individuals of 18 years
and above to enter in to pornographic sites. Personally I disagree with
some ideas of pro- pornographic feminists. In the article by Karen Green
entitled "Desade, de Beauvoir and Dworkin," she says, "[...] I will argue
that neither sexual liberation nor greater sexual constraint can, by themselves, be expected to improve the situation of women" (69). I can not
help but react against the statement by saying if we reduce the victim
pornography, by even a mere factor there will be a much improvement in
the status of women and there wi/l be a big difference in the way that
women are viewed by men.
From the time that human beings roamed the earth, females were
blamed for sexually coercing men. Most religions put the blame on
women and, specifically, Christianity blames Eve for our existence and
suffering. She is thought to have coerced Adam into having sex with her,
hence the beginning of human kind. The Bible says that because Eve
enticed Adam, God wanted to punish the whole womankind for that
impurity and made woman subservient to man. What actually happening
is a different story. We as females are being framed in the pornographic
industry. In actual truth, until now women were not even allowed to speak
about sex publicly or their sexual preferences on the assumption that
'good women do not talk about sex.' We were supposed to grin and bear
what ever the sexual activity/assault done upon by husbands and lovers,
let atone beg or lure men in to having sex.
For instance if we begin to visualize an inhuman episode of victim
pornography, more precisely a woman who is chained and being raped
by a man. Then slowly if we reverse the actors, the man becomes the
woman and woman becomes the man. What would we see? What would
the society see? We as females see a different scenario; there we begin
to see that there is a degradation, a conquest, a rape and a double standard going on. The society, more precisely men see, a woman is raping
a man and there will be an outburst of anger) condemning the act. We
need the same kind of anger and condemnation when these kinds of
inhuman acts are done on women. In my opinion, I think it is a fair and
just request to ask to be treated as a human being. In this day of
women's liberation and feminists movements, it is almost shameful to
see how one sector of women get treated in this abominable way.
Works Cited
Balrd, Robert M., ed. Pornography: Private Right or Public Menace.
Naw York: Prometheus Books, 1996.
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n& To.fi Choice,
Scudenis have slway* «we firw ai Dominican
College. Since opening our classroom doors in
1952, we've remained focosed on understanding and
exceeding the needs of oar Mudents. Graduating
highly employable and successful suxtents has always
been our lop priority.

DOMINICAN
-&'•
470 Western Highway
OrangeburR, NY 10%2
www.dc.edu
For more information,
call (866) 4IXMNFO
Or email us at
admisaiort5@dc.edu

The Accelerated Evening, Weekend College,
Evening Classes and Gradual* Programs were
developed with the adult swdctK in mimi Our flexible
schedules will help you balance and achieve your
personal, professional and educational goals.
Lrfo can be challenging. Finding time to further your
education shouldn't be It's rtme you
Dominican College.
INFORMATION SESSION
FOR UNDERGRADUATE
AND GRADUATE PROGRAMS
Wednesday, November 6*
Hennessy Center
5:30-7:00 P.M.

Exactly whal you need. Exactly when you need tt.

Half Means half @ half.com
Letter To The Editor
To the Editor of the Student Newspaper/
Web-site:

In rexpanxe to Gloria Meyers
submission

Good day. I'd like to share with you
and the other students a great way
to save money when buying textbooks. As you know, the prices of
textbooks are outrageous and not
only that, they are hard to find.
This semester, I bought a couple of
required textbooks on half.com
after being told by the bookstore
and Barnes & Noble that they had
no more used copies of a book that
I really could not afford. My friend
told me about half.com. 7t is part of
e-bay, but is not an auction. There
are people listing books and CD's
and other things at set prices. What
I really like about it is that you can
ask the seller questions like if you
want to double-check to see. if the
book is the edition that you are
looking for. The fact that you-do
not have to worry about being outbid in an auction is a tremendous
time and stress saver. Please get the
word out to the students. We students have it hard enough. It's
about time we got a break.

Thank you for sharing that information with us, Gloria. Many other
students experience the same frustration and outrage that you do over
the cost of college textbooks and
half.com sound like one of the best
solutions available to us so far.
After visiting the site, I now recommend it to everyone with credit
card privileges. Students should
recognize that there is double
incentive to use the site. By using
this service we apply market pressure on the other booksellers to
reduce their prices or face the loss
of our business. And they should;
some of their prices amount to a
slap in the face. 1 am grateful that
e-bay (the sponsor of half.com)
recognized this true need of ours
and was responsive to it. I am also
grateful that you acted to make the
students at BCC more aware of this
potentially valuable e-commerce
website.

Thanks a lot!
Gloria Meyers

Yaphet Murphy
Editor-In-Chicf
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NUMBER OF

AMERICA

POOR CHILDREN I

Staff Call
The Communicator
needs smart,
imaginative,
and dependable
students for staff
positions, including
editor, business
manager, reporters,
photographers and
illustrators/cartoon*
ists. All staff positions are
for the Fall 2O02
semester. Please
come to our office
(Colston 6O5)
to complete an
application.
Write, learn and
connect with the
BCC community.
This will be fun,
trust us!

"(<*!»»«* to Hment"

RISES FOR THE FIRST TIME IN EIGHT YEARS
Census Data Reveals Nearty Three-quarters of Poor Children Live
in Working Families Just Days Before the Expiration of National
Welfare~to-Work and Child Care Programs

For the first time in eight
years the number of American children living below the poverty line
has increased, according to data
released today by the U.S. Census
Bureau. While the increase is
slight, from 11.6 million children in
2000 to 11.7 million in 2001, the
total numbers are still huge. The
number of poor children living in
extreme poverty has increased
even more from 4.8 million in 2000
to 5.1 million in 2001. "This
increase in child poverty comes
only days before major federal
child care and welfare-to-work programs are due to expire," said
Marian Wright Edelman, President
of the Children's Defense Fund
(CDF). Noting that almost 75 percent of poor children live in working
families, Edelman said, "Congress
and the President must act quickly
to help these children by further
increasing funding for child care
and improving job supports for
struggling families."
CDF said the data show that
a growing number of poor children
live in families with unstable jobs.
Among children with family
incomes below the federal poverty
line (up to $14,128 a year for a
three-person family), the number
Jiving with a full-time, year-round
worker dropped by 95,000in
2001. The number living with a
part-time or part-year worker rose
by 75,000.
There was some good news.
The data reveal a decrease in the
percentages of Black and Hispanic

poor children (dropping to 30.2 percent and 28.0 percent, respectively). But this was offset by an
increase in the percentage of children living in extreme poverty. In
2001, 44 percent of poor children
lived in families with incomes
below one-half of the poverty line
($7,064 for a family of three), up
from 41 percent the year before.
The entire increase in the number
of children in extreme poverty
occurred among female-headed
families.
CDF said it was concerned
that the loss of cash assistance
due to recent changes in the welfare system was leaving some of
the nation's most vulnerable children unprotected from extreme
poverty. There is plenty of money
to help poor children and families
weather the economy. It's just all
going to the wrong places," said
Edelman. "The half-a-trillion dollars
in tax cuts slated to go to the richest one percent of taxpayers is the
biggest obstacle to helping poor
children."
CDF warned that the economic and policy outlook for poor
children could be even worse in
2002, for at feast four r e a s o n s :
Cutbacks in child care help for
working poor families biy budgetstrapped states make it even harder for working parents to keep their
jobs and for laid-off parents to get
new jobs.
Unemployment insurance extensions enacted after last year's terrorist attacks are scheduled to

expire on December 31, 2002.
More parents have lost jobs. The
number of working parents fell by
more than 1 million between the
first six months of 2001 and the
same period in 2002.
Welfare-to-work rules designed in
more prosperous times sometimes
make it difficult for jobless parents
to get help. A growing number of
working poor families are hitting
new welfare time limits, and relatively few receive job training to
help them compete for better jobs.
CDF urged Congress and
the President to respond quickly to
the economic and policy perils it
said were fueling child poverty.
Arloc Sherman, a poverty specialist at CDF stated, 'Getting children
out of poverty helps them succeed
in life, and that helps everyone."

What's to Come:

The New
Writina Center

BGC Students Protest War
in IRAQ in
Nation's Capitol

Located in the basement of
Philosoohv Hall

ATTAC K
IRAQ?

We offer:
Workshops in writing study skills.
Assistance in preparation for ACT and CUNY Proficiency Exams.
Assists students in a-l areas of writing, including help with essays,
research papers.and creative writing assignments.
Tutoring in all levels of English, from ESL and
introductory classes to higher-level courses.
Tutoring for writing assignments tn all subject areas,
including history and social sciences.
Hours:

Monday -Thursday 8:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Friday
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

**• >*•

Stop by today to schedule
an appointment!
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and displaying various formats and
Continued from front. Technology
source materials. This includes new
says Jazman De Jesus, a computer- television sets, DVD players, color
literate student, who was working on a scanners and printers. The library is
paper for class in this room. She went expecting to undergo major renovation
on to say, "I often use this tab. I always and will soon have 40 newly installed
Pentium computers. When it Is all said
liked Dell; it's the best."
and done, the library will be newty furAlso, it is estimated that more than nished with furniture, desks, and rugs
$72,000 will 90 to upgrade the and carpets to meet "ergonomic"
Learning Center and the library. The guidelines.
college is planning to create a "multimedia center" learning space fur- What this means is that there will be
nished with an audio- and video- pres- no more computer failures and a great
entation system capable of accepting working environment!

about the quality of the computer labs. In three years time,
most, if not all, computers will
be newly upgraded to highpowered, state of the art status.
By Fernando Lopez
These include computer labs in
Meister Hall, Gould Tech and
From Loew HaJI to Colston Hall, the Learning Center. These
Bronx Community College is
labs will also be equipped with
undergoing massive renovation. protector screens that will help
disabled students.
The Board of Trustees has
implemented the plan for some
$3 million in technology fees to "I want every student to take
be spent to upgrade most of
advantage of these new, statethe academic computer labs on of-the art computers," says
campus. Most of the old comWanda Santiago, assistant
puters will be relocated to other director of information technolooffices.
gy. A seven-page report
obtained by The Communicator
This year the school took a
shows how the money is to be
huge step into the 21-century.
allocated and signifies that the
Imagine, finally being able to
Board of Trustees has made a
work with no hesitation or fear
significant effort to improving

the quality of life for student
here at this college. We are
eventually heading for a time
when BCC students will no
longer face computer failures
and other setbacks in our computer labs.
But, while many are enthusiastic about these changes, there
are, however, some who are
skeptical. Carlos Sierra, president of the student government, expressed some concern
about the allocation of the
money, saying, "Although I do
think that it is good that things
are changing; however, I still
think that more can be done."
Although the Board has already
approved a plan, Sierra has
other views that he would like
the Board to consider. "I think

there are still things that we
[student government] need to
consider about the usage of the
technology fee." He woukl like
to have some of that money
allocated to a separate computer center equipped with more
digital and electronic systems
specifically for clubs and organizations, such as the student
government and others. Sierra
hopes to have a meeting with
Vice President Mary E.
Cole man and other board
members to hear his suggestions on these matters.
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»Serve as liaisons between students and faculty at BCC and
oetween 'acuity at CUNY colleges
'Consult incividually with the Department Chairs and 'acuity
»Conduct workshops tor faculty on strategies for integrating writ
ing into courses
'Develop online materials to foster writing
'Conduct guest presentations on course writing assignments or
on some related writing issue
'Present and explain assignments and coach students
through course writing assignments

Help faculty and students prepare for the CPE (CUNY
Proficiency Exam)

So don't wait! Contact a Writing Fellow now?
Khaled Furani Psych/soc

funanikh@birzeit.edu

Sophie Saint-Just Careers
(Nursing, Education)

smarcudjac^ yahoo.com

David Allen

dallenC") gc.cuny.edu

Sciences

Terese Lawinski Business

lawinski@rcn.com

Dean Wilson

ikurya@earthlink.net

Humanities

Dana Greene
Writing Center Liaison

danaverde@earthlink.net

Or caU GabrieUe Regney at 289-5741. And watch for the updated
WAC website (through "Student Services" on the BCC homepage).
May writing serve you well!

SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES A V A I L A B L F
TO BCC S T U D E N T S
SAMUEL D. L H R L N
PRL1S
SCHOLAR
AWARD FOR SPRING
2OO3-FALL 2OO3

The Ehrenpreis
Scholar Award was
established by the
History Department to
honor the memory of
Samuel D. Ehrenpreis
(1921-1996),who
joined the Department
in 1961 and served as
Chairperson
from
1973 until his retirement in 1990. The
History Department
awards two scholarships of $150.00 for
each of two, consecutive semesters to be
used towards the purchase of books to a
student with advanced
standing. One award
is granted in the fall
and one in the spring
of each
academic
year. To apply, a student must have completed at least 12
credits, but not more
than 30 credits, and
have maintained a 3.3
GPA ("B+" average).
Preference will be
given to applicants in
the Liberal Arts curriculum, but all students are encouraged
to apply.
Please
contact
the Department of
History, Colston Hall,
Room 301. The application deadline
is
November 15, 2002.

lil Ll I /I LLI R
SCHOLARSHIP
I RUST I U N I )
The Trustees of the
Belle Zeller Scholarship
Trust Fund announce that
they are now accepting
applications from candidates wishing to be considered for the year 2002 Belle
Zeller Scholarship Awards.
These merit scholarships
are for the full undergraduate tuition, renewable while
the student is a full-time
undergraduate attending
CUNY
Applications must be postmarked by December 2.
2002. Applicants must have
completed a minimum of
sixteen credits at any
branch of CUNY with an
index of 3.75 or better.
Candidates must also sub;
mit four letters of recommendation, two must be
from classroom instructors
of the college they now
attend and must address
their academic performance and contributions. At
least one of the four letters
must be from a person who
has personal know/edge of
their activities and can
evaluate their leadership,
service and/or social commitment.
All applications will
be screened and finalists
will be interviewed by a
committee of the Trustees
or their designees. Awards
for the 2002-2003 year will
be announced by May 31 I
2003
Winners will be
known as Zeller Scholars
Applications are available
through the office of the
Dean of Students on each
campus and are also available on the web by going to i
http://wwwpsc-cunv.orq.
Since the Fund was established in 1979. 261 scholarships have been awarded
to CUNY students.
The Fund was created by the Professional Staff
Congress/CUNY, the union
representing the instructional
staff
of
City
University.
In
formally
establishing the Fund, the
Union cited the late Dr.
Zeller for her contributions
to higher education, to faculty unionism, and the
practice of legislative lobbying.
Dr. Zeller was among
the first instructors on the
faculty of Brooklyn College
(1920). where she spent
most of her professional life
as a professor of political
science.
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Multicultural
Toys for Tots Dnve

Free Foo4,

4 rinks an4

Bring a toy
for a tot

Thursday December 12th

12-2pm Roscoe Brown Student Center rm 2O6
Sponsored
by the
Multicultu^l Women s Club; The
*
*
+ *_^^^
lology

"BLINDED BY LOVE"
The Bronx Community College Dance and Theatre Workshops invite you to a great presentation called
"Blinded by Love", written by Evelyn Green, a student here at BCC. This is a story about a young college
student by the name of Destiny, who dreams of being a professional choreographer for dance videos.
But while perusing her dreams, Destiny encounters many struggles. So, if you want to know how the
story unfolds, come see the show on November 20th at 7:30 PM, November 21st from 12:00 - 2:00 PM
and on November 22nd at 7:30 PM. The show will be presented at the RBSC Hall of Fame Playhouse.
Admission is FREE. For more information, please call (718) 289-5763 or (718) 289-5759.
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STUDENT GOVERMENT
ASSOCIATION

BCC HOSTS SUMMER CAMP
Every summer The Bronx
Community College campus is
alive with children. The National
Youth Sports Program, scheduled
from the end of June to the middle of August offers swimming,
dance, indoor and outdoor sports,
as well as drug and career education.
Free hot lunch and a snack
are given every day. The classes
run four days per week, Monday
through Thursday. Parents need
to arrange for the required medicals on the Board of Health form.

The program teaches skills so
that boys and girls ages 10-16 are
able to participate in organized
competitions. Trophies are given
out at the awards ceremony during the last session. Last summer
there were several hundred registrants. If you have children in this
age group, you can keep in mind
the opportunity to register for the
award winning National Youth
Sports Program during the June
registration
period
in
the
Department of Health, Physical
Education and Wellness.

of the Bronx Community College
Student Government
A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
First and foremost, I would like to
wish each and every student here
good luck this semester.
I am proud to announce that over
the past two months your student
government has accomplished a
number of events such as the
Student Government Officers
Installation Ceremony, the Clubs Fun
Day, The Children's Halloween
Haunted House, the Halloween Party
for Adults, and a bus ride to support
the national antj-war movement In
Washington D.C. Plus, we have also
allocated over $20,000 dollars to
fund clubs and college organizations
so that they can start functioning as
soon as possible. We are now working on addressing issues on campus
which affect our entire student body,
such as the condition of the cafeterial
our athletic facilities, the availability of
water to drink (or lack of it), the
needs of the clubs, all the while hopIng to gain respect and notoriety for
SGA and the student body.
I need your help to accomplish
these goaJs. Get involved! Particfpate
in student government. We are tocated in the Roscoe Brown Student
Center, room 201. Our telephone
number is: (718) 289-5597. Thank
You I
Your President,
Carlos Sierra

Pictured here are BCC President
Dr. Carolyn Williams (right) with
NYSP Administrator Dr. Joyce Bloom
(left) and NYSP Representative
Cynthia Abernathy (middle).
The Communicator has obtained a
copy of the student body population
statistics report for the Spring 2002
semester
As of Spring 2002
The total number
of students enrolled:

7,331

The total number of first-time
freshman :
765
Gender Ratio
Female
Male
4,764
2,567
(65%)
(35%)
Ethnic Ratio:
Latino/Ht3panic:(50%)

3,675

Black, Non-Hispanic:(33%)

2,447

White, Non- Hispanic:(3%)

213

Asian/ Pacific lslander:(2%)

145

Unknown:(3%)

213

Othen(9%)

638

And the 5 most popular
curriculum programs were.
Liberal Arts
Business Administration
Nursing (non-clinical)
Education Associate
Computer Science

1,529
743
607
560
410

Bronx I wnmunltj College
Sum :<J<-

Public Safety Column
On behalf of all the Public Safety officers, the director would like
to thank the college community and, in particular, BCC students
who have cooperated with the c o l l e g e ' s more dedicated effort to require
identification at the entrances. It appears t h a t perhaps more than 95% are
complying by displaying their ID cards at the entrances. Your cooperation
is greatly appreciated, but all should be reminded that the college's
ultimate goal is for everyone to display their ID's at ail times
while on campus. The ID process ispart of a greater e f f o r t
to make the college a s a f e r place for all.
Public Safety has received reports of vehicles being broken into
and property taken in the vicinity of the campus, several of these
incidents involved vehicles belonging to BCC students.
Public Safety would like to issue the following a d v i s o r y to
persons who park their vehicles on s t r e e t s around the c a m p u s
^ A l w a y s lock your vehicle and take the key
*Do not leave valuables visible in v e h i c l e s .
^ R e p o r t any suspicious person(s) l o i t e r i n g
in vicinity of parked vehicles.
^Report aii incidents of theft from vehicles to Public S a f e t y .

In an effort to prevent this criminal activity, Public Safety
has increased patrol of the area and has been promised

assistance from the local precincts.
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Her curvaceous body, luscious lips, eyes that give off discrete
messages, her breasts and cascades of hair; men watch her in
fascination and conservative women detest her. Woman watching
is an age-old past time. There is practically no person who would
be exempt from woman watching. This goes across cultures,
across time. We know from history ordinary men looked at ordinary
women around; kings and powerful men kept harems, so that they
could watch her beauty satisfy sexual fantasies whenever they
required. Kalidasa wrote erotic poetry about a woman's body,
Shakespeare described her beauty, sonnets were written and ballads were made. There is no subject in the world which has been
more looked at, described, criticized and written about than a
woman. This woman watching could range from innocent beauty
pageants, fashion shows, flirtatious activity to more obscene nudity which we now call pornography.
Pornography, which has its roots in prostitution, 'Porno,' or vile
depiction of women, is in the broadest sense is sexually explicit
materials, which can give sexual pleasure and have the ability to
arouse the viewer. It could take the form of an audio or video visual or a live object. There are many ways that pornography is being
conducted in today's society. Soft pom magazines like Plavbov.
Penthouse and Our cater to the less sexist, abusive kind of pornography. On the other hand certain other pornographic books, video
tapes and the newest addition to the industry, pornographic web
sites, can provide more abusive kinds of sexually explicit materials. Pornography is an awkward word. Not only do many decent
women not want to talk about it, but they do not even acknowledge
the fact that it is existing in our society. I say only the bravest and
most open minded women who do not want ^o confirm in to the
norms of the society would undertake to talk febout pornography
and they are called feminists.
Like most other subjects there is much controversy involved
among the feminists, too, on the subject of pornography. There are
two main waves of theories among the contemporary feminists
with regard to pornography. In "Is Pornography an Action? The
Causal vs. the Conceptual View of Pornography's Harm," Cynthia
A. Stark speaks of causal theory, which "asserts that there is a
causal connection between exposure to pornography and sexist or
misogyntstic attitudes and behavior, such as harassment and
rape" (277). Most pro-pomographic feminists argue that pornography itself does not subordinate women, but it shows the existing
cultural climate of today's society. Further, these feminists (liberal)
argue that women also can get certain kind pleasure in viewing
sexually explicit material and pornography is not only confined for
male pleasure. Anti-pornographic activists like Andrea Dworkin in
her "Pornography1 s Part in Sexual Violence" speak about how
pornography initiates sexual violence by depicting forced sex and
battery. She says, "Increasingly, research is providing that sex and
violence — and the perception that females take pleasure in being
abused, which is the heart of pornography — teach men both
ambition and strategy. " They say after viewing sexually violent
episodes, men will have decreased sensitivity Howards women and
they tend to violate women more often than the ones who did not
see these episodes (2),
In the book Pornography and Sexual Violence by Gary E.
McCuen, there was an interesting article by Catherine A.
McKinnon (attorney and associate professor at the University of
Minnesota Law School, who also drafted the Minneapolis city antipornography ordinance) called "Linking Pornography to Sex
Crimes." She tries to view pornography in the eyes of a feminist.
She says that "pornography is the celebration, the promotion, the
authorization and the legitimization of rape, sexual harassment,
battery and the abuse of children" (qtd. in McKinnon 39). This is all
done for men to have sexual pleasure. She further describes
-continued on pg 8
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By Fernando Lopez
poets came to test their
abilities and "represent" at the
first annual Poet's Lounge here
at Bronx Community College.
Poet STREAM OF CONSCIOUS hosted this year's
event, and it is the first of many
other poetry sessions to
come.
"Maya Degeorgip and Big J
were the special guest cornedians at this event. It was one of
those nights where it was nice
and clear with a cool breeze in
the air; the full moon was out: In
other words, it was a perfect
day for poetry. "It is a marvelous
thing," says Kirk Daley, director
of student activities, who staged
the event. He also went on to
say, "This is what college is all
about, bringing community
together, family and friends. A
collection of different cultures
coming
together
through
poetry." Among the many poets
on hand on that day were Bronx
Community College students
and staff, including Marie
Hernandez, L's Worth Brown,
Melissa
Edwards,
Elvis
Rodriguez,
Ronald
J,
Alexander, Estrogen, and
Morris Martinez, a Pass Center
faculty member who brought
down the house when he recited a speech from Malcolm X,
which in turn was greeted with a
standing ovation.

vstue *nd Are not tkMih. Qu

(Michelle Darko, who is only
nine-years-old, started the show
with her poetry that had trie
audience thrilled and in awe of
her skills. Providing jazz on this
festive evening was Ray
Schinnery (a.k.a. The Blues
Man).
>l(
]i was a very inspiring
evening, "saysProfessor
Carolyn Listen, an English
professor.
This evening serves as proof to
a seemingly growing, positive
trend among many people
throughout our culture who are
engaged in artistry, whether it's
music or poetry. Though many
people in mainstream America
don't really know about the
many talents in their communities, I think the word is slowly
but surely climbing out of the
subculture into the mainstream.
Realizing this growing trend,
and the need for young people
to express themselves, Hip-hop
mogul Russell Simmons has
launched his own show on HBO
called Def Poetry in an effort to
bring poetry to viewers around
the world.
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Paintings Good Enough to Eat
H\ Renata Porkolab

in San Francisco.

the
development
of Abstract
Expressionism in the 1950's, New York City has
been considered the center of the Art world. In recent
years, the hot spot of the contemporary post-modem
scene is Chelsea. Bounded by the West Side
Highway, galleries have moved into oW industrial
spaces. Recently, the "Modern Art Htetory" class of
Bronx Community College led by Professor Mary Jo
Viola visited Mary Boone's Gallery at 541W. 24th
Street, where we had a chance to admire Will
Cotton's
magnificent
paintings.
Clvlll Cotton was born 1965 in Melrose,
Massachusetts He completed his studies at Beaux
Arts, Rouen, France; Cooper Union, New York, New
York; and at the New York Academy of Art, New York.
At present, he works and lives in New York City. Most
of his exhibitions are held in New York City, but he
has also exhibited in Germany, S e a t t l e , and

C^otton is a freshly discovered young genius of contemporary art. He won a residency grant from the
Monet Foundation. Therefore, he had a chance to
paint his recent works during the summer of 2002 in
Givemy, France, where Moret himself had lived and
worked. Cotton, inspired by Monet's creations, idealized his setting accordingly. For example, he substituted Monet's leaves flowing on a pond with his flans
flowing on a chocolate pond.
ClT^e had a chance to admire several paintings,
including Chocolate Wave. Creme Angtaise,
Chocolate Bath, Sugar Beach, Frosted, Ton-one
Mountain, and Flan Pond All of his happily oversized paintings are oil on linen. Even though
these incredible paintings are expensive (from
$25,000 to as high as $100.000 per piece), they still
easily find owners who appreciate art.
Ctvill Cotton's compositions are so lifelike they're
almost edible. His illustrative paintings include figures within fantasy landscape he creates. His highcalorie images of candy, confections, cakes, ice
creams, hills of pastry, muffins, sweets and pools of
chocolate creams are themes of temptation wrapped
in luxury. He demonstrates young girls as object of
desire. He shows them lying down as they have nausea or are tired from overeating. Their faces look

as they have nausea or are tired from overeating.
Their faces look expressionless, almost dead. He
probably wants us to image what life might be like
ioaworidof s u g a r y excess.
(Cotton shows excellent drawing expertise and
skilled paint handling. The candy collection fantasies are so shiny they virtually look like photographs. The skilled way he uses shading is perfect.
The paintings are delivered mostly in bright pastels
(browns and yellows), not in loud and vivid colors.
His overall painting style is amazing. His paintings
are so convincingly real, I was attempted to
taste them.
fT**
C'he whole art history class was amazed at Will
Cotton's candy world. We hope to visit his new exhibition at Mary Boone Gallery in Manhattan's leading
art neighborhood, Chelsea, next year.

Further Reflections on 9.II.OI
September 11's Tragedy
September 11, 2002. Today is
the one-year anniversary of
Sept 11, 2001. I don't understand why they call it an
anniversary when something
tragic happened. Hundreds of
people died not knowing what
was happening. Many died
getting burned or from falling
debris. I often wonder what
was going through their minds
when all this was happening.
Hundreds of family and friends
lost
their
loved
ones.
September 11 will never be
forgotten in our memories as
well in our hearts. Although I
didn't know any of the victims.
I felt the pain. I still feel the
pain the surviving families are
going through. It's incredible
how religious and political reasons make people do such
horrible things. I know that in
their eyes they did something
good, but to us it wasn't. We
have seen how violent people
can get and it's not a pretty
sight. I hope for our sake that
this won't repeat itself. It's
something that we won't be
able to handle. I just hope that
everyone can just get along so
we can live happy and free.
— Maria Gomez

One year ago a vicious attack
was planned on the World
Trade Center in which thousands of people lost their lives.
What I am most disturbed
about is that some people feel
our city deserved this horrendous action because of harmful actions our country may
have done to other countries in
the past. For the sake of argument, if this is true, does this
give terrorists a reason to take
human life? All human life is
precious, and it should not be
taken away because of hatred
and cruelty people feel toward
one another. This was an
event that should not have
happened.
— Vivian Richardson
The writers are all students in
Dr.
Laraine
Fergenson's
English
11 class,Section
1836. We thank them, as well
as others whose submissions
were not published, for .givening voice to the varied feelings
we all have faced in the past
year. We publish these reflections, as well as the ones in
Issue 1, as a tribute to those
members of the BCC community who were directJy affected
by this tragedy.
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How

Has Influenced FEMINISM
PartU

women's unfortunate status in the pornographic industry using eloquent words. According to her we, as women, are being depicted
in the pornographic industry as people who are in desperate need
to get raped, battered, chained and be able to be anyone that men
want. She says, "We want it, we beg for it and we get it (39)."
Almost all the web sites and the videotapes that I have witnessed
during the course of the research abide by the above statement.
In Women in Culture. John Berger tries to show how unfairly nude
women are viewed by men. He says the same woman that you
have created for your own pleasure gets subjected to vile, insulting categorization. He further describes a pornographic nude
painting by saying, "It is true that sometimes a painting includes a
male lover But the woman's attention is very rarely directed
towards him. Often she looks away from him" (100-104). Here I will
stop and analyze the scenario. In most pornographic books and
web sites that f studied there seems to be no male presence. Even
if there Is a male presence involved, the attention of the female is
completely drawn in to someone else. Often it is the viewer who
gets her complete, undivided attention, without him she can not by
any means exist. I presume most men, except for the few decent
ones, have gotten the pleasure of seeing nude bodies and parts of
bodies of women in pornographic material. If anyone care to asks
(the way I did) how they view these women who are participating
in pornography, most would say that they have low estimates
regarding these women. These men tend to attach derogatory epithets like "whore" and "slut" and try to insult these women. They
always forget that they have seen and taken pleasure, in fact created the need for nude bodies of these women and should be
ashamed. Pornography, according to research, not only degrades
women but also tends to stereotype women into different categories. A woman working for Hooters (the restaurant) is stereotyped as a 'big breasted' woman and she gets labeled throughout
her Irfe in the above-mentioned way. fn the same way, an exotic
dancer gets constantly harassed by men who think that she is a
loose woman and she is there for them to have pleasure only.
Some feminists argue that the reduction of female body into mere
parts and making catalogues out of these and attaching words like
"bunnies" and "beavers" is a direct insult to all women. In many
cultures motherhood is considered as sacred, but unfortunately
not for these pornographic moviemakers. The usage of pregnant
mothers and lactating mothers for male sexual pleasure is prevalent in the industry. Finally at the end of the article Catherine
McKinnon says that, "as long as pornography exists there will be
no equality, and the idea that we live in an equal society will be
a vicious illusion" (42).
While there are many anti-pornographic activists who approach
the subject of pornography in the utilitarian point of view (conceptual view), there are very few feminists who try to approach the
subject with causa! view. One such person who tries to give a
plausible, fair view is Judith Hill. In her article "Pornography arid
Degradation" (32) she speaks of two subjects, first about the
degradation and secondly about whether or not pornography
degrades women. She explains that a person is degraded in
absolute sens© that "when she is publicly, or at feast overtly treated as a means less than a person." Hill argues that McKinnon's
and Dworkin's viewpoints of pornography only generalize that all
pornographic materials fall into either projecting women as people
who enjoy pain and humiliation, enjoying being raped or presenting women as objects for domination, conquest, etc. According to
her these fall in to a category called the victim pornography (32). I
fully agree with her in this idea. If f had to say that Lolita or Dr.
Zhivago or even Playboy categorize into victim pornography, all
readers know that I am being far from the truth, it is true that these
movies and books display sexualfy explicit material, but they do
not project women in a fashion that victim pornography does. A
famous theory that pro-pornographic feminists use is, 'a woman's
body and its her choice,1 merely stating that it is a woman' s right
to participate or not to and if anyone objects, they view it as an
-continued en pg 10
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The Communicator needs
smart, imaginative, and
dependable students for
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editor, business manager,
reporters, photographers
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for the Fall 2002 semester. Please come to our
office (Colston 605) to
complete an application.
Write, learn and connect
with the BCC community.
This will be fun, trust us!
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Movie Review: 8 Mile
Eminem,
the Movie

an Actor?

By Marian Morla

By Nadia Merhal

On October 24, I had the
privilege of attending a
special press screening for
the new movie, 8 Mile, starring
Eminem,
Kim
Basinger, Brittany Murphy
and Mekhi Phifer. In this semiautobiographical film,
Eminem plays Jimmy Smith Jr.,aka Rabbit, a Detroit
laborer struggling to make it in the hip-hop world.
8 Mile is a story about boundaries, and how an
underprivileged young man from Detroit broke
through them. It focuses on dreams, and the struggles someone goes through to make them happen.

Eminem seems to be may
ing up in the industry ttie
movie industryjg^is.
Eminem, be$£wriown as a
rapperjjt'ft'fp-hop culture,
has^firead his wings into
the performance arts
arena. The electrifying lyricist is known to defy image
"standards," and is better known as one of the bad
boys of the hip-hop industry. Now, not only is he notorious for his songs, he is gaining notoriety as new film
actor. 8 Mile, a screenplay written by Scott Silver,
seems to be loosely based on Eminem's real life.

In a recent interview with MTV, Eminem compares his
early days to the battle scenes in 8 Mile. He says, "It's
how it used to be, all the battle rhyming, everything.
As serious as you see me take it in the movie is how
serious it was in my real life." He also tells MTV that
some things in the film were taken out of his real-life
story. The% ar§ some instances taken out of his life
and there are some that are completely fictional.

Eminem is, of course, the lead actor. His character,
Jimmy Smith, Jr., is looking tor. a way to break
through racial barriers created Bfc^the 6 miles
between urban and suburban communitte$,.. Jimmy
(Eminem) fights to break down racial bartij
to
become -the only Caucasion rapper in the undergrouna Afro-American dominated industry. Faced
with becoming the* Gen-x rapper, Jimmy has a handful of supporters, such as Future {Mekhi Phifer), Sol
(Omar Benson Miller), DJ 1Z (De'Angelo Wilson),
Cheddar Bob (Evan Jones), and, yes, his Mom (Kim
Basinger).

On acting, and working on the movie Eminem says,
"It was like acting boot camp. I thought when I first
read the script that it was gonna be impossible for me
to memorize all these lines, but the truth is we did a
lot of rehearsing." So is Slim Shady, hanging up his
mic and heading for Hollywood? Well, right now he
has no pfans on leaving rapping for acting, and he
doesn't really see 8 Mile as much of a departure in
the first place, said MTV. After all, Eminem says,
"This is a movie about music."

Eminem is charged with emotional vigor, abelievable
performance and, of course, displays his musical talents throughout the whole film. His talents may be
shadowed, however, by the lack of minority audience
since his primary fan base is teenaged males. Maybe
if the industry critics keep up the good word 8 Mile will
Over all, Eminem shines on screen. I think this is a be a running success.
»
great movie with a Jotof symbolic issues; I highlyrecommend it. 8 Mile starts everywhere November 8th; The Communicator staff gives this movie thumbs up
be sure to check ft out. Don't forget to pick up the and definitely recommends this movie, especially to
those that like the upward trend of hip-hop culture in
movie's soundtrack in stores now.
filmsT

Getty
Btvarsitfo Sanrtea Center Int.
NYC OFROAL LICENSED TOW TRUCK
N.Y. STATE INSPECTION STATION
HttEJUl WTO l£f*l»

Caribbean
—

E -X • * > • * • £ • S - S •

—

DftlVINO SCHOOL
*i INSURANCE BROKERAGE
63 Cast Tremanl Auu. Bronx, IM.V. 1Q453
Tol. (718) S83-31DO • Fa* (718) 583 3T2H

•UtfyAJwi
PHEED6UVERY
o«f. turn** >x«'-* * *<»•«.'
Tel: 1713) €01-7660,?

Presidents

Bronx, NY uwft)

